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Wisconsin State Wegislature

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator Luther Olsen, Chair, Senate Committee on
Education

FR: Senator Luther Olsen, Chair, Senate Committee on
Edpcation

DT February, 14 2006 (hand delivered at 4:00 PM)

R¥: Paper Ballot for AR 84

Please consider the following items and vote on the motions
below. Return this ballot to Senator Luther Olsen, Room 5
South, no later than 12:00pm, February 16, 2006. Committee
members’ ballots not received by the deadline will be marked
as not voting.

Agéembi§]aiil-84é-- g :
Relating to: the number of school days required each
school term

Introduced by Representatives Towns Jensen, Hundertmark,
Hines, Townsend, Lehman, Gottlieb, Gunderson, Petrowski,
Gronemus, Wood, F. Lasee, Kreibich, Friske, Vrakas, Hahn,
Jeskewitz, Nischke, Kerkman, Owens, Musser, Van Roy, Gielow,
Moulton, Lothian, Vruwink, Vukmir; cosponsored by Senators
Kedzie, Grothman, Reynolds and Lassa

Please consider the following motion:

¢ Moved by Senator Olsen that SENATE AMENDMENT 1 to
ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be recommended for adoption:

Aye j;i% No

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882 «Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882




Wisconsin State Senate

= Moved by Senator Olsen that ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be
concurred as amended:

Ave >< No

Signature >

Mmf;/ﬁig;é%oz Luther Olsen

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882 #Madison, Wisconsin 33707-7882




Wisconsin State Legislature

MEMORANDUM
TC: Senator Alberta Darling, Senate Committee on Education

FR: Senator Luther Olsen, Chalr, Senate Committee on
BEducation

DT: Februaxy, 15 2006 {(hand delivered)

RE: Paper Ballot for AB 84

Please consider the following items and vote on the motions
below. Return this ballot to Senator Luther Olsen, Room 5
South, no later than 12:00pm, February 16, 2006. Committee
members’ ballots not received by the deadline will be marked
as not voting.

Agsembly Bill 84:
' Relating to: the number of school days required each
school term

Introduced by Representatives Towns Jensen, Hundertmark,
Hines, Townsend, Lehman, Gottlieb, Gunderson, Petrowski,
Gronemus, Wood, F. Lasee, Kreibich, Friske, Vrakas, Hahn,
Jeskewitz, Nischke, Kerkman, Owens, Musser, Van Roy, Gielow,
Moulton, Lothian, Vruwink, Vukmir; cosponsored by Senators
Kedzie, Grothman, Reynolds and Lassa

Please consider the following motion:

* Moved by Senator Olgen that SENATE AMENDMENT 1 to
ASSEMBLY BILL 84‘;:;;ecommended for adoption:

Ave No

£

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882+ Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Senate

* Moved by Senator Olsen that ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be
concurred as amended:

Ave ></ No

¥

Signature MM/XZM

Senator Alberta Darling

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882« Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Yegislature

MEMORANDUM
TC: Senator Sheila Harsdorf, Senate Committee on Education

FR: Senator Luther Clsen, Chair, Senate Committee on
Education

DT: February, 15 2006 (hand delivered)

RE: Paper Ballot for AR 84

Please consider the following items and vote on the motions
below. Return this ballot to Senator Luther Olsen, Room 5
South, no later than 12:00pm, PFebruary 16, 2006. Committee
members’ ballots not received by the deadline will be marked
as not voting.

Assembly Bill 84:
- Relating to: the number of school days required each
school term

Introduced by Representatives Towns Jensen, Hundertmark,
Hines, Townsend, Lehman, Gottlieb, Gunderson, Petrowski,
Gronemus, Wood, F. Lasee, Kreibich, Friske, Vrakas, Hahn,
Jeskewitz, Nischke, Kerkman, Owens, Musser, Van Roy, Gielow,
Moulton, Lothian, Vrxuwink, Vukmir; cosponsored by Senators
Kedzie, Grothman, Reynolds and Lassa

Please consider the following motion:

* Moved by Senator Clsen that SENATE AMENDMENT 1 to
ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be recommended for adoption:

Aye )\_ No

A

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882« Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Senate

® Moved by Senator Olsen that ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be
concurred as amended:

Aye >(\~ No

Signature

sem¥tor Sheila Harsdorf b

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882eMadison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Yegislature

 MEMORANDUM
TO: Senator Glenn Grothman, Senate Committee on Education

FR: Senator Luther Olsen, Chalir, Senate Committes on
Education

DT: February, 15 2006 (hand delivered)

RE: Paper Ballot for AB 84

Pleage consider the following items and vote on the motions
below. Return this ballot to Senator Luther Olsen, Room 5
South, no later than 12:00pm, February 16, 2006. Committee
members’ ballots not received by the deadline will be marked
as not voting.

Assembly Bill 84: ) _
- “Relating to: the number of school days required each
school term

Introduced by Representatives Towns Jensen, Hundertmark,
Hines, Townsend, Lehman, Gottlieb, Gunderson, Petrowski,
Gronemus, Wood, F. Lasee, Kreibich, Friske, Vrakas, Hahn,
Jeskewitz, Nischke, Kerkman, Owens, Musser, Van Roy, Gielow,
Moulton, Lothian, Vruwink, Vukmir; cosponsored by Senators
Kedzie, Grothman, Reynolds and Lassa

Please consider the following motion:

= Moved by Senator Olsen that SENATE AMENDMENT 1 to
ASSEMBLY BILL 8ﬁ;;§/;ecommended for adoption:

Avye No

STATE CAPITOL
P.0. Box 7882 +Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Senate

* Moved by Senator Olsen that ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be
concurred as amended:

s,

Signature

Senator Glenn Grothman

STATE CAPITOL
P.0O. Box 7882« Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Legislature

MEMORANDUM
TO: Benator Bob Jauch, Senate Committee on Education

FR: Senator Luther Olgen, Chair, Senate Committee on
Fducation

DT: February, 15 2006 (hand delivered)

RE: ©Paper Ballot for AB 84

Please consider the following items and vote on the motions
below. Return this ballot to Senator Luther Olsen, Room 5
South, no later than 12:00pm, February 16, 2006. Committee
members’ ballots not received by the deadline will be marked
as not wvoting.

. Assembly Bill 84: F
~#7wRelating to: the number of school days required each
gchool term

Introduced by Representatives Towns Jensen, Hundertmark,
Hines, Townsend, Lehman, Gottlieb, Gunderson, Petrowski,
Gronemus, Wood, F. Lasee, Kreibich, Friske, Vrxakas, Hahn,
Jeskewitz, Nischke, Kerkman, Owens, Musser, Van Roy, Gielow,
Moulton, Lothian, Vruwink, Vukmir; cosponsored by Senators
Kedzie, Grothman, Reynolds and Lassa

Please consider the following motion:

* Moved by Senator Olsen that SENATE AMENDMENT 1 to
ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be recommended for adoption:

Avye ;74: No

7

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7832 ¢ Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Senate

= Moved by Senator Olsen that ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be
concurred as amended:

Ave No ><
Signature Q“XEE§§§:>,:fxébgftf(ﬂﬂwmﬁ

Senator BoY Jadch

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882 sMadison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Legislature

MEMORANDUM
TC: 8Benator Dave Hansen, Senate Committee on BEducation

FR: Senator Luther Olsgen, Chair, Senate Committee on
Education

. DT: . February, 15 2006 {hand delivered)

RE: Paper Ballot for AB 84

Please consider the following items and vote on the motions
below. Return this ballot to Senator Luther Olsen, Room 5
South, no later than 12:00pm, February 16, 2006. Committee
members’ ballotg not received by the deadline will be marked
as not voting.

Asgembly Bill 84: Lo |
" Relating to: the number of school days reguired each
school term ' o

Intrcduced by Representatives Towns Jensen, Hundertmark,
Hines, Townsend, Lehman, Gottlieb, Gunderson, Petrowski,
Gronemus, Wood, F. Lasee, Kreibich, Friske, Vrakas, Hahn,
Jeskewitz, Nischke, Kerkman, Owens, Musser, Van Roy, Gielow,
Moulton, Lothian, Vruwink, Vukmir; cosponsored by Senators
Kedzie, Grothman, Reynolds and Lassa

Please consider the following motion:

* Moved by Senator Olsen that SENATE AMENDMENT 1 to

ASSEMBLY BILL Béiii/igggmﬁénded for adoption:
No

Ave

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882« Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7382



Wisconsin State Senate

* Moved by Senator Olsen that ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be
concurred as amended:

Aye No

“Signature s CZ:‘

Senator Dave Hansen

STATE CAPITOL
P.0. Box 7882sMadison, Wisconsin b3707-7882



Wisconsin Btate TLegizlature

MEMORANDUM
TO: Senator Jon Erpenbach, Senate Committee on Education

FR: Senator Luther Olsen, Chair, Senate Committee on
Education

DT: Febr&ary, 15 2006 {(hand delivered)

RE£ Paper Ballot for AR 84

Please consider the following items and vote on the motions
kelow. Return this ballet to Senator Luther Olsen, Room 5
South, no later than 12:00pm, February 16, 2006. Committee
members’ ballots not received by the deadline will be marked
as not voting.

Assembly Bill 84:
S Relatingitﬁz-the number of schocl days required each
school term

Introduced by Representatives Towns Jensen, Hundertmark,
Hines, Townsend, Lehman, CGottlieb, Gunderson, Petrowski,
Gronemus, Wood, F. Lasee, Kreibich, Friske, Vrakas, Hahn,
Jegkewitz, Nischke, Kerkman, Owens, Musser, Van Roy, Gielow,
Moulton, Lothian, Vruwink, Vukmir; cosponsored by Senators
Kedzie, Grothman, Reynolds and Lassa

Please consider the following motion:

y
* Moved by Senator OClsen that SENATE AMENDMENT 1 to
ASSEMBLY BILL 84 Arecommended for adoption:

Ave v No

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882 ¢Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882



Wisconsin State Senate

* Moved by Senator Olsen that ASSEMBLY BILL 84 be
concurred as amended: y
No ngg

E% Aye

> Jon Egp =E:Jach

Signature

Senat

STATE CAPITOL
P.O. Box 7882¢Madison, Wisconsin b3707-7882






October 18, 2005
Testimony to senate education committee hearing for AB 84:

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you today in support of Assembly Bill §4.

We are from the Whitewater Unified School District and we come as an example of a
school district that sought a waiver from the 180 day requirement as a means of providing
flexibility within our working calendar to address some identified needs of safety, quality
of professional development and school costs.

Within the 180 student contact days our calendar included 6 half days used for
professional development. Students attended school in the morning and then were
released around noon. Faculty and staff spent the afternoon in professional development
activities. These 6 half days “counted” as part of the 180 instructional days because

students’ were present for part of the- day, however the. arrangement posed some
dzfﬁcuiues B :

First, the community raised concerns about having all students released into the
community at one time 6 days during the year. Police and business owners reported far
more problematic incidents with students during these 6 days than any during the year.
Teachers reported that although students had contact time for half the day, in fact, those 6
days were less productive than normal because they were different, usually with different
schedules and with students anticipating their release at noon.

Second the professional development arrangement was not as productive as it could be.
~Although it was one-half day of in-service, it -was really less than that by the time

buildings were cleared and all students accounted for. Aiso, ieachers were coming to
professional development activities after having already completed a half day of
instruction that many found to be more strenuous because of the change in the day than
many full days would be.

Third, the half days still had the same busing costs because students still needed to be
transported to and from school on those 6 half-days just as they would be on full days.

In 2003-4, a calendar committee consisting of teachers and administrators proposed that
the district seek a waiver from the 180-day rule to turn the 6 half days into 3 full days of
professional development. The waiver was necessary because, although the students
would be attending school the same amount of time, that time would now be spread over
177 days rather than 180 as required by statute. During 2004-5 the paperwork for the
waliver was pursued and in March, 2005 the waiver was approved.

This September we had our first of 3 full-day inservices. The absence of complaints from
the community about students on the loose was obvious. The faculty commented that it
was a much more productive professional development day, in fact one that many
commented they were looking forward to because they could concentrate on the learning



and activities of the day without feeling the exhaustion from the hurried morning
instructional activity.

So far we see this calendar change as a significant improvement in our year. It was
achieved with a waiver.- However, we believe this is an area of flexibility that should be
a given for school districts. Both the time and the day requirements were instituted as part
of the original Wisconsin 20 standards designed to bring uniformity to school programs.
The standard requiring a plan for professional development was why many school
districts implemented half days to address the need for professional development. Since
that time the Model Academic Standards, the Adequate Yearly Progress requirement and
other stipulations that school districts must address have set standards for outcomes for
districts to meet. Though retaining the specification of the amount of instructional hours
required for a school year does make sense, the stlpulauon for the number of days may no
longer be necessary

Today hcw that amount of tlme is distnbated across the year shouid be a local decision.
Local districts face issues umque to their pamcuiar 51tuatlons All are trying to provide
the best educational opportunities for their students. Most need to meet increased federal
and state mandates often with the same or fewer staff. The number of days of instruction
1s one area in which local districts should be able to make the decisions best for their area
without going through the hassle of seeking a waiver. Although seeking a waiver WHEN
YOU ALREADY KNOW WHAT IS EXPECTED is not a huge undertaking, it is one of
those kinds of tasks that you don’t know all that is involved until you get into doing it.
Therefore it does consume a large amount of time and energy that is better spent on the
multitude of other tasks reiated to prowdmg quahty education for Students

The concem ra1sed that schools wﬂi be packmg studems mto 1ong days and short weeks
to save money if this day requirement is removed, ignores the fact that local school
decisions are made by boards elected by the local populace and responsive to the local
voters. Decisions made by boards are scrutinized, perhaps more so now than in times
past. Parents have considerable choice in schools and programs today and are seemingly
more likely to question to choices made in schools. School districts should have the
statutory right to make a local decision about the number of days students attend school
to respond to local needs and concerns and they should be able to do this without having
to ask permission of a regulatory body.

Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.

Presented by

Dr. Leslie Steinhaus, District Administrator

And

Roni Telfer, Curriculum/Staff Development Coordinator






e School District of Janesville
o 52T South Franklin Street, Janesville, WI 53548 — Phone: (608) 743-5000

. October 13 2905

e Tesﬁmony to the Senate Education Committee re. AB-84
.. by John W. Eyster, Legislative Liaison, School District of Janesville. Home address: 122 East Cox Road,
' -___Edgerton,Wi 53534

Chalrperson Senator Olsen - THANK YOU for holding this Hearing on AB-184
o today :

_ Tam heré because I have been directed by the Board of Education of the School
- District of Janesville to support AB-84 as its Legislative Liaison. I am John
- Eyster '

The School DlStI‘lCt of Janesville has been advocating for this bill since it was
introduced. Board President and Chair of the Board’s Legislative Committee,
Virginia Wyss, appeared before the Assembly Education Committee originally
supporting AB-395 in the 2003-05 session and then earlier in this session (March
22, 2005) supporting the re-introduced bill as AB-84 in this session. The Board
filed a resolution with the Wisconsin Association of School Boards (WASB)
advocating the 180-day repeal bill. The Resolution was adopted by the WASB
Delegate Assembly.

“The focus of the Board’s interest in this bill is LOCAL CONTROL. The top
priority set by the Board is that decisions re. K-12 public education ought to be
made by locally elected school boards within the framework of basic/minimal state
mandates. The Janesville Board is convinced that the mandate of the HOURS for
direct instructional time is key. The Janesville Board believes that each local
school district ought to have the ability to accommodate the local situation to
schedule the hours. The Board notes that it is elected by the citizens of the local
school district which means that it attuned to local needs and preferences.

The testimony on behalf of Rep. Towns provides the key points which the
Janesville Board supports noting that the bill is PASSIVE — there is no mandate
whatsoever for change - the 180-day format can be maintained by a district if that
is best for the local situation. At the same time, new flexibility is offered for local
school districts who wish to optimize educational time.

-  more —



Page 2 — 'Eystér,’ John W. — School District of Janesville — Testimony in support of L
AB-84, Senate Education Committee — October 18, 2005. o h

You will hear from the School District of Whitewater describing the creative’” -
schedule providing for better scheduling of state mandated in-service time for .
improved educational time. I can tell you that the School District of Janesville is
giving serious consideration to this model. Dr. Steinhaus, Superintendentin -
Whitewater, has developed a plan which manages several issues related toin- -
service time and community needs, especially to eliminate the % day schedule for
in-service time. |

We are well aware of the status quo system which provides for a waiver to be
approved by the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. We are also well
aware of the situation which Dr. Steinhaus had to endure with delays and “games”
which indicate that DPI is NOT forthcoming on processing such waivers. We do
not understand why it is necessary to play the game of “Captain May I” with DPL
Our Board is elected by taxpaying citizens of the district and is a group of adult
citizens who make important public policy decisions for the district. Are they not
mature and competent enough to make such a public policy decision? Does DPI
have greater maturity or wisdom? Who knows the local situation the BEST?

Having talked with school board members involved in various school districts, I
have heard numerous creative and very responsible ways that they would be able to
use this flexibility to enrich the education of their children and youth as wellas
manage the limited financial resources of the local school district more effectively. |
Please vote to give them this opportunity to be responsible and efficient managers
of quality public education. I am happy to be able to present you with a letter from
Dr. Bette Lang, Superintendent, Stevens Point Area School District, in support of
AB-84 (attached).

I will be happy to respond to your questions. THANK YOU for your consideration
and follow-up.

Fohn W. Eyster
" Legislative Liaison

~END -



Prepare Each Smdem To Be Successful' '
RO ~www.wisp k2. wius

| Bette AI Lang, EdD Superintendent STEVENS POINT

G " Bliss Educationat Services Center :
1900 Po]k Street, Stevens Point, W1 54481 “AREA PUBLIC
I SCHOOL DISTRICT

© 715-345-5444 fax 715-345-7302

0 nate_Educauon Commltiee Senat{)r Luther Olsen, Chair:

The Stevens Pmnt Axea Pubhc Schaoi Dlstnct wishes to support AB- 84 which eliminates the

e un'emcnt for school to be held 180 days. The dlstnct covers the majority of Portage County.
t buses apprexxmately 6500 students each day durmg the schooi yeax -Annual transportation
casts for the last ﬂ'zree yeas are as: follows:

f.:zoo_:_af_os - - $2,757,539
200304 . $2,976,554
o 2004-05 $2 973,668

o f_'?:’ihe distnc?: is expectmg 2 $115,000 shortfall the 2005-2006 school year due to high fuel costs.

3'-!__-:’1‘116 op;aortumty to reduce the number of days of face~to-face instruction while meeting the

. required hours of instruction would allow the district to consider lengthening the school days and
- recitlcmg the number of days that students would need to be transported to school. Each day that
~our buses Tun costs the distr;ct $8,970 in labor, fuel and contracted costs.

-Thank you for glvmg serious consideration to allowing the School Board the latitude to consider
'reqmrmg fewer face-to-face days as an option to reduce the operational costs of transporting
approxlmately 86% of its students, while maintaining or increasing the instructional hours

- requirement.

Sincerely,

Bette Lug

Bette Lang, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools






’_EEQWWASHWGTON AVENUE, MADISON, W1 53703 JOHN ASHLEY, EXECUTIVE DEP;E TOR

PHONE: 608-257-2622 + FAX: 608-257-8386

- WISCONSIN .
- ASSOCIATION OF.
SCHOOL BOARDS

TO: Senate Education Committee

FROM: Jeff Pertl, Legislative Services Coordinator
DATE: October 18, 2005

RE: Summary of positions

The Wisconsin Association of School Boards (WASB) strongly supports AB 84, SB
151, SB 327 and SB 384 ‘The WASB will provide supplementary information on AB 84
and SB 280. Thank you for your consideration.

Bill Description Position

AB 84  Provides flexibility on the number of school days required Supports
each school term, while maintaining the current hours of
instruction required. (See Speczﬁc position paper)

SB 151  Permits an educational agency to refuse to employ or to Supports
terminate from employment an unpardoned felon.

SB 229 = Allows school boards to granthigh school physical education ~ Monitoring

~ credit for extracurricular sports if the pupil earns an additional i

1.5 credits in another academic subject.

SB 280  Prohibits pupils who take prohibited substances or engage in Monitoring
certain practices from participating in interscholastic athletics.
(See informational paper)

SB 327  Requires districts to provide performance reports to parents Supports
only upon request and to post them on the district's Internet
site if possible. ’

SB 361 Makes technical changes to state statutes relating to fingerprint No position
cards for background checks and to reflect the name change of
the Wisconsin Council of Religious and Independent Schools.

SB-382 Requires districts to transport pupils, who live outside the Monitoring
school district due to a joint custody arrangement, to and from
an agreed-upon location within the district.

SB-383 Makes technical modifications to the laws governing Monitoring
transportation of children with disabilities.

SB-384  Counts pupils who attend the Youth Challenge Academy for Supports
school district revenue limit purposes







WISCONSIN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION COU@ZECiL

Affiliated with the Mationet Educotion Assozicfion E&’éf}’ - gfﬂ’

TO:  Senate Education Committee
FR:  Diane Craney, Government Relations Program Specialist
Wisconsin Education Association Councit

RE:  Oppose Passage of AB 84 - Repeal of 180 Day Rule

DA:  Tuesday October 18, 2005

WEAC believes that including staff in key decisions concerning wages, hours and
conditions of employment is an important part of maintaining quality in our great
schools. Making changes to the school calendar or to the number of days for instruction
and school building operations should remain a subject of local collective bargaining.

Under current 3aw.,, school is required to be held for at least 180 days during the school

term (the time beginning with the first school day and ending with the last school day that

the schools are in operation for the attendance of pupils in a school year). In addition,
each school board must schedule at least 437 hours of direct pupil instruction in
kindergarten, at least 1,050 hours of direct pupil instruction in grades | to 6, and at least
1,137 hours of direct pupil instruction in grades 7 to 12. Assembly Bill 84 retains the
requirement that school be held for these minimum required hours of instruction and
eliminates the requirement that school be held for at least 180 days.

WEAC is éppﬂ'sed to AB 84 because it will not irr.ip.rove academic achievement:

¢ Current law allows local school districts to request a waiver of the 180-day
requirement. The DPI reports that, since 1998, there have been only 92 requests to
waive the 180-day requirement. Some form of approval was granted in 92% of the
cases. This is hardly an outcry for changing the law statewide.

e Most states require 180 days of instruction.

* AB 84 would create further burden for parents in providing their children with safe
and secure places when they are not in school. This bill would make that harder, not
easier, for parents.

¢ With families feeling time pressure and everyone concerned about academic
performance, our interest should be focused on investing the resources necessary to
provide every child a high quality education, including after-school and summer
school programs, not finding ways to cut back on our investment, cut back on quality,
and cut back on school days.

Stan Johnson, President
Dan Burkhalter, Executive Director

33 Nob Hill Drive PO BOX BOU3  Madison, Wi 53708-8003  {608]2767711  [300]262-8034

adp

A,




Although the number of instructional hours will remain the same, the likely result
would be no change in educational programming on a day-to-day basis since each
class period would be lengthened by potentially just a minute or two to achieve the
required number of hours. The cumulative effect, however, could be a loss of one to
two weeks. This means that at least one, perhaps two, units or chapters of instruction
could be lost or eliminated at a time when we are asking more from our schools,
demanding accountability and providing fewer resources.

WEAC opposes AB 84 because of concerns regarding collective bargaining,
especially for ESP:

.

A reduction in the number of student contact days will likely resuit in a loss of work
hours for Education Support Professionals (ESP). The primary means of saving
money would be thmugh eliminating the need for bus drivers, food service,
paraprofessmnals security, and some custodial staff on the non-contact days. These
savings would come right out of the pockets of our lowest paid staff in public schools.

Teacher contracts will be the battleground if there is a dispute over the number of
workdays. On the other hand, ESP contracts often give the employer wide latitude in
regard to assignment of hours. As a result, there is the danger that teacher units could
enter into calendar agreements that cause the reduction of ESP member workdays,
causing animosity between the affected locals.

The Efementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) sanctions for Title I schools
“that fail 1o meet. Adequate Yearly ngress for: muinpie yedrs can include increasing

the length of the day or year. AB 84 could be at odds with ESEA, though ESEA
sanctions must be implemented in accordance with local contracts and state laws.

For more information:

Please feel free to contact Diane Craney, Government Relations Program Specialist, with
any questions or comments about this memorandum. Diane can be reached by e-mail at
craneyd@weac.org or by phone at 608-298-2356. Thank you.
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State of Wisconsin
Department of Public Instruction

Elizabeth Burmaster, State Superintendent

October 18, 2005
Senate Commitiee on Education

Department of Public Instruction
Testimony on 2005 Assembly Bill 84

My name is Jennifer Kammerud. Iam the Legislative Liaison at the Department of Public
Instructmﬁ On behalf of the State Supenntendent of Public Instrucnon thank you Chalrperson )

Olsen and members of the Commzttee for the oppor{umty to be here today to testify in opposmon' '_
wABS4. | | |

AB 84 eliminates the requirement that school be held for at least 180 days but maintains the

requirement that school be held for specified hours.

Since 1998, department staff reports that 92 requests have been made to waive the 180 day

._requlrement Some ferm of state approvai was granted. to 10cals in 92% of these mstances {only

Seven were demed) Appr{)val is usuai}y gwen for. days ﬁeeded for in-service or emergenc;es and
are often for five or fewer days. Although elimination of the 180 day requirement may appear to
be reasonable, most states require 180 days of instruction. But more importantly, the answer to

the budget struggles in our schools should not be taking the Jow road to providing quality

education in Wisconsin. Fewer instructional days will move our state in the wrong direction. We
want to be in a place that values education as the key tool in providing everyone in our great

state the opportunity to reach his or her full potential.

Also of great concern, is the issue of having the state create a further burden for parents in
providing their children with safe and secure places when they are not in school. The state’s role

should be to make things easier for working parents, not harder.
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With families feeling time pressure and everyone concerned about academic performance, our
interest should be focused on investing the resources necessary to provide every child a high
quality education, including after-school and summer school programs, not finding ways to cut

back on our investment, cut back on resources, cut back on quality, and cut back on school days.

Although ﬁhé nurnber of instructional hours will remain the same, the likely result would be no
change in educational programming on a day-to-day basis since each class period would be
lengthened by potentially just a minute or two to achieve the required number of hours. The
cumulatzve effcct howevsr could be a loss of one to two weeks of instruction. This means that
at Ieast one, perhaps {wo umts or chapters could be lost or ehmmated at-a time when we are
askmg more from our Schools demanchng accountab;llty and provadmg fewer resources.
¢ The bﬂl sets no 11m1ts on the Iength of a school day. As can be seen in the chart
below, children could be in schoeol for unusually long periods of time in order to meet
the hour requirements in fewer days. In addition, for some students the lengthened

day plus time on the school bus may be too long.

. iEven thoagh ihe bottom Ime of mstructwnai ttme over the course of the schooi year
o remains the same, the 1mpact on instruction may be mgmficant See analysis in chart
below. Please note:

1. Current law requires a schedule of 180 days, with up to five days relief (in day
count, not hours) fof parent. éonferences and/or inclement weather. Consequently,
for all practical purposes, the day and hour requirement falls into a 175 day face-
to-face framework for instruction.

2. Although passing time between classes in grades 7-12 may be counted as
instructional time, it was not factored into the display below for the purpose of

ease of calculation,



Nurmber of | Length of Total Hours | Length of Total Hours | Class Period
days Elementary School Day Length for
{(1-6) School {Grades 7- Grades 7-12
Days without 12) without (based on 8
lunch lunch period
instructional
day)
175 (current 6 hrs. 1050 6 hrs., 30 1137 48 min.
law minus 5 min.
relief days)
170 6 hrs., 11 min, 1051 8 hrs., 42 1139 50 min.
min.
165 6 hrs., 22 min. 1050 6 hrs., 54 1138 52 min.
min.
160 & hrs., 34 min. 1050 7 hrs., 7 min. 1138 53 min.
155 6 hrs., 47 min. 1051 7 hrs., 21 1138 55 min.
min.
140 (4 day 7 hrs., 30 min. 1050 8 hrs., 8 min. 1138 61 min.
week)

The instructional impact for grades 7-12 can easily be seen by viewing the last column.

Reducing the number of days from 175 to 170 would result in class sessions which are one

minute longer. Further reducing the number of days to 165 would result in classes which are

three minutes longer. An extra 1-3 minutes a day will not equate with the lost 5-10 days of new

material each day.

Clearly, many members of the Wisconsin Association of School Boards had similar concerns as

the resolution supporting the removal of the 180 day requirement barely passed on a vote of 181-

175.

Thank you again for the opportunity to speak today. I would be happy to answer any questions

you may have.







DEBI TOWNS
STATE REPRESENTATIVE
43" ASSEMBLY DISTRICT

October 18, 2005

Senator Luther QOlsen
5 South, Capitol Building
Madison, W1 33708

Senator Olsen:

This memo is in response to the question you raised in your Senate Hearing yesterday
regarding AB 84, the elimination of the 180 day mandate. You had asked why the bill
draft included the addition of the below Janguage under Section 11. s. 121.02 (1) (f) 2.

“Scheduled hours under this paragraph may include no more than 35 hours on
Sundays.”

To answer your inquiry, this language was not added by Representative Towns, it is
already currently included under s. 115.01 (10) (b). I have enclosed the selected statute
section for your review. This section pertains to the definition of school days, and as
such, our bill would repeal all of 5. 115.01 (10). As it was not Representative Towns
intention to remove this provision from current statute, the drafting attorneys modified
the language to pertain to the hour requirement (35 hours in place of 5 days) and included
the language as part of s. 121.02 (1) (f).. Thus, this language is simply a modified
version of s. 115.01 (10) (b).

Although 1 was not initially able to answer your question, I hope this response clarifies
your question. If you have further concerns on this matter, please feel free to contact me.

Respectfully,

Heather Shea
Legislative Assistant
Office of Representative Towns
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115.001

principal or other person who acts as the administrative head of a
school district,

{10} ScuooL DISTRICT CLERK. “School district clerk™ means
the school district clerk of a 3-member school board elected by the
electors in a common or union high school district, the school dis-
trict clerk elected by the school board in a unified, comimon or
union high school district having a school board of more than 3
members and the clerk designated by the school board in a 1st
class city school district.

{11) ScuoonL NursE. “School nurse” means a registered nurse
licensed under ch. 441 or in a party state, as defined in 5, 441,50
(2} (i), who is also certified by the department as being qualified
to perform professional mursing services in a public school.

{12) Scroor TErM. “School term™ means the time commenc-
ing with the first school day and ending with the last school day
that the schools of a school district are in operation for attendance
of pupils in a school year, other than for the operation of summer
classes,

{13) ScumooL yEar. “School year” means the time commenc-
ing with July -and ending with the next succeeding June 30.

{14) SessioN. “Session” means the time during a school term

that the schools ofa schoot dJ,stﬂct are Qperateci for i:he aﬁcndance )

of pupils.

{15} STATE SUPERENTENDFNT “State snpenﬁtezzdent” means -

the state superintendent of public instruction,

History: 1983 o 189 sx. 172,173, 17540 177; 1983 2. 517; 1985 a. 225; 1985 a.
332 5. 151; 1987 a. 264; 1989 a, Elé; 1991 2. 9 {993 a, 16; 1995 2. 27 sa. 3846, 9145
(1); 1997 &, 27, 164; 1999 8. 22, 83.

115.01 Classifications. In chs. 11510 121

(1} PusLic scaoors. Public schools are the elementary and
high schools supported by public taxation.

(2} Grapes. The educational work of the public schools is
divided into 12 grades, besides kindergarien, which are numbered
from one te 12 beginning with the lowest. The first 8 grades are
the elemeniary grades. Where reference is made to “elementary
grades™, the reference includes kindergarten, where applicable.

‘' Where reference is made 1o “kindergarten”, the reference includes

‘both 4—yeir—old and S-year—old. iuuderganen -except as-other-" . employed to improve the schools,

wise specifically provided. “The Tast 4 ‘grades are ‘the high school
grades. A middie school is a school in which grades 5 to 8 are
taught. A junior high school is a sehool in which grades 7 1o 9 are
taught. A senior high school is a school in which grades 1010 12
are taught. This classification is not a:limitation of the character
of work or the studies that may be carried on in enti;er ﬂze elemen-
tary or thé high schools. .

{3) ScuooLpsTRICTS. The school district is the temtonai it
for school administration. School districts are classified as com-
mot, union high, vmified and 1st class city school districts, A joint
schooi district is one the territory of which is not wholly in one
municipality.

{5} NaMe (a} Except as provided under par. (b);

1. Each school district shall be known by the designation
“School District of” followed by the name of the municipalities in
which any high schools operated by the district lie.

2. A school district which does not operate a high school shalf
be known by mumber and by the name of the municipalities in
which it lies,

(b) A school board may by resolution designate a different
name for the school district if the revised name containg the words
“school district”,

(10} Scuoor pay. (a) School days are days on which school
is actually taught and the following days on which school is not
taught:

1. Days on which school is closed by order of the school dis-
trict administrator because of inclement weather and days on
which parent-teacher conferences are held, not to exceed 5 days
during the school term.

STATE SUPERINTENDENT; EDUCATION PROGRAMS
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2. Days on which school is closed by order of a local health
officer, as defined in 5. 250.01 (5).

(5) Nettoexeecd 5 Satmﬁays may be counted as school days:
in Aty school vear Whei school s taughtThereon with the consent::
of the'schicol board: '

{12) Distance, The distance between home and school shall
be measured from building to building slong the usually traveled
route.

{13} ELecTORs. {a) Whenever an action may be taken by a
percentage of electors in an area, that percentage shall be based on
the number of electors who voted for governor at the last general
clection in that arca.

{b} If the area does not coincide with a municipality or part
thereof for which election statistics are kept, the number of elec-
tors shall be determined as follows:

1. The area of the school district in square miles shall be
divided by the area of the municipality in square miles in which
it lies,

2. The vote for governor at the last general election in the
municipality within which the schoot disirict lies shall be multi-

. plied by the quotient determmeé under subd. 1. to determine the

required number-of electors:

{¢) " 1f & school district is o more than one mumcxpahty, the
method of determinationunder par (b) shall be used for each part
of the school district which constifutes only a fractional part of any
area for which election statistics are kept,

History: 19735, 90; 1975 c. £15, 189; 1977 . 29, 206; 1979 <. 89, 304; 1983 a.
27, 189; 19858, 20, 225, 332; 1987 & 46; 1993227,

SUBCHAPTER II

STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
Cross Beference: See also PI, Wis. adm. code.

115.28 General duties. The state superintendent shail:
{1} GENERALSUPERVISION. Asceriain the condition of the pub-
lic schools, stimulate interest in education and spread as widely as

. possible’a knowledge' of the means and methods: whmh may be .

{2) SEctariaNisM. Exclude all sectarian books and instruction
from the public schools.

{3) SupeRVISION OF SCHOOLS. Supervise and inspect the public
schools and day schools for children with disabilitics, advise the
principals and local authorities thereof and give assistance in
organizing such schoels, ~~ -

(3m) SUPERVISION OF COOPERATIVE EDUCATIONAL SERVICE

* AGENCIES; RULES. (a} Supervise and audit the rcce:pts and expen-

ditures of the cooperative educational service agencies, conduct
program review of the agencies, supervise boundary reorganiza-
tion where necessary, advise the administrators of the agencies
and provide assistance in organizing the agencies throughout the
state.

(b} Promulgate rules establishing procedures for the reorgani-
zation of cooperative educational service agencies and boundary
appeals,

(¢) Every 3rd year as scheduled by the deparfment, report to
the appropriate standing cormmittees of the legislature under s.
13.172 (3) on all cooperative educational service agency pro-
grams and services. The report shall include information on the
efficiency and effectiveness of the programs and services.

{4) Pumiic wrormaTION. By reports, bulleting, circulars, cor-
respondence and public addresses, give the public information
upon the different methods of school organization and manage-
ment and the subject of education generally.

{5) Appsars. Examine and determine all appeals which by
law are made to the state superintendent and prescribe rules of
practice in respect thereto, not inconsistent with law.

Cross Reference: See also ch. P 1, Wis. adm, code.

Unofticial text from 03-04 Wis. Stats. database. See printed 03~04 Statufes and 2005 Wis. Acts for official text under s. 35.18
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115.001

CHAPTER 115

STATE SUPERINTENDENT; GENERAL CLASSIFICATIONS
AND DEFINITIONS; CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES

SUBCHAPTERT
GENERAL CLASSIFICATIONS AND DEFINITIONS
115,001 Definitions,
£15.01  Clagsifications.
SUBCHAPTER i
STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION
E15.28  Geporaf dutics.
£15.2¢  Genorat powers,
§15.205 Federal appropriations adjustients.
£15.30  Forms and reports.
§15.31  License or permit revocation; reports; lnvestigation.
£15.315 Memorandum of inderstanding; license restriction and suspension.
11533 Inspection of school buildings.
115.34  School lunch program, .
115,341  School breakfast program. -
115343 Wisconsin school day milk program.
115345 Nutzitional improvement for eiderly.
“F15.347. Dirsct oéerification of ehgibility for schno! wutrition programs.
. #1535 Health problems education program.
115355 Assistance to schools for instriction on adoptton
115.36 - Assistance 10 schools for alcohol and other drug abuse programs.
£158.361 Aleshol and other drug abusa prcvemmn and intervention programs.
115.3613 Heéad start sapplement. -
115365 Assistance 10 schools.for snsc:de yrevenhan PrOgrams.
F15.366 Auemtwe education grants.
HE36E  Assist to schools for § ive hehaviors programs,
£15.37 Bimd and visual mpaxrmenﬁ wdngation conneil.
115372 Deaf and hard-of-hearing education council,
11538 Schood perfommance teport; educational program review.
1539 Administrative leadership academy.
115405  Grant program for peer review and mentoring.
11541  Teacher improvement progmm,
11542  National teacher certification.
185.425  Professional standards conncii for teachers,
11543  Mizority grotp pupif scholasships.
115435 Supplemental aid.
11544  Bady idestification program.
-115.45 . Grants for preschool o grade 5 programs.
-115.46° - - Interstate agreement on qualification of eduﬂahnnai pez\so:mel
11547 Desigmated $tate official under agmmmt R
11548 Contracts whder agreement. -~ :
’ SUBCHAPTER HI
WISCONSIN EDUCATIONAL SERVICES PROGRAM FOR THE DFEAF AND
HARD OF HEARING AND WISCONSIN CENTER FOR THE BLIND AND
VISUALLY IMPAIRED

115,51  Definitions.
11552  Wisconsin fﬁmt:unﬂi Sen'ms Program for the Deaf and Hard of Hear-

dng.
115525 ‘Wisconsin Center for tiJc Biind and V";suaily Impamd.
11553 State superintendent; pewers
11534 . Compulsory edmama
11558 Park grounds.

115711 Befinitions.
115.72  Establishment of programs.
11573 Program requirements.
115.735 Parent advisory committee.
1§5.74  Assessment of needs and evaluation of resources,
SUBCHAPTER YV
CHILDREN WITH DISARILITIES
115758 Construction.
1i5.76  Definitions.
185762 Division for learning support, equity and advocacy.
1i5.77  Local educational agency duties.
115.775 Duties of operators of certain charter schools.
115.777 Specisl education referrals,
115.78  ludividualized education program fgam; timeline.
115,782 EBvaluations. . ..
115787  individualized fcducauan programs.
11579~ “Bducational piam:mms
115.79 Reimbursement for private school placement,
155792 Procedural safepuards. -
115.797 Mediation,
11580  Due process hearings.
115807 Transfor of parental rights ot age of majority,
115.88  Children in child caring instiutions.
115812 Placemont disputes; school board referrals; interagency cooperation,
115817 Children with disabilitics education board.
11582  Admission and frangpostation of nonresidents.
115.88  Stafc aid.
113881  Additional special education aid,
115,882 Payment of state aid.
115.897 Exhaustion of remedies.
15898 Rule making.
11590  Noncomphance; remesdics.
SUBCHAPTER VI
EDUCATION FOR SCHOOL AGE PARENTS
11591 Definition,
115915 Ava:lsbahty of: ;xmgmm services and modifications.
11592 Establish of progs mtes :
11593 Statenid.

SUBCHARTER VIE

BILINGUAL-BICUITURAL EDUCATION
115.95  Legislative findings and declaration of policy.
115.955  Definitions.
11596  Establishmont of programs.
11597 Bilinguab-bicultural edecation programs required.
115,977 Contmcting; contimied £ligibility,
E15.98 B:lmguai—h:cu!mm] advisory committee.
11599  Preschool and school prog
115.991 Training programs.

: SUBCHAPTER IV 115993 Report an bilinguat-bicultural eduestion.
AMERICAN INDIAN LANGUAGE AND CULTURE 115.995 State aids,
EDUCATION PROGRAM 115.996 Report to the legistature.
SUBCHAPTER I {39) HOME-BASED PRIVATE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM. “Home

GENERAL CLASSIFICATIONS AND DEFINITIONS

115001 Definitions, Inchs. 115 to 121:

{1} Crarrer scrOOL. “Charter school” means a school under
comtract with a school board under s. 118.40 or with one of the
entities under s, 118,40 (2r) (b), or a school established and oper-
ated by one of the entities under 3. 118.40 (2r) (b).

{2} Depazzment  “Depariment” means the depattment of
public instruction.

(3} Engray emMErosnCyY. “Energy emergency” means a period
of disruption of energy supplies which poses a serious risk to the
economic well-being, health or welfare of the citizens of this
state, ag certified by executive order of the governor.

based private educational program” means a program of educa-
tional ingtruction provided o a child by the child’s parent or
guardian or by a person designated by the parent or guardian, An
mstructional program provided to more than one family unit does
not constitute a home—based private educational program.

(3r) PrIvATE SCHOOL, “Private school” means an institution
with a private educational program that meets all of the criteria
under s, 118.165 (1) or is determined to be a private school by the
state superintendent under 5. 118.167.

(7) ScrooL BoArD. “School board” means the school board
or board of school directors in charge of the schools of a school
district.

{8) SCHOOL DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR. “School district admin-
istrator” means the school district superintendent, supervising

Unofficial text from 0304 Wis, Stats. database. See printed 03~04 Statutes and 2005 Wis, Acts for official text under s. 35,18
{2) stats. Report errors to the Revisor of Statutes at (608} 266-2011, FAX 264~6978, hHtp:/fwww.legis state.wius/rsbf






W WASHINGTON AVENUE, mbisé'a,'WI 53703 JOHN ASHLEY, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR -
PHONE: 608-257-2622 - FAX: 608-257-8386 . -

. WISCONSIN %77
ASSOCIATION OF . -

SCHOOL BOARDS
TO: Senate E_;i_ﬁc_a_.tion_ Committee
FROM: Jeff Pertl, Legislative Services Coordinator
DATE: October 18,2005 *~ -
RE: Assembly Bill 84, the number of school days required each school term.

The WxsconsmAssoemtma of Sci;o_éi'ﬁaarés supports AB 84, which would eliminate the
requirement that school be held for at least 180 days, but keep the requirement for a minimum

number of hours of instruction,

The changing character of today’s information and technology-based society is driving new
questions about what students should learn. Rather than focus on archaic determinations of seat
time, state and federal laws should empower local officials to align resources and unite
communities toward a singular vision of student achievement.

With the adoption of the state model academic standards and standardized assessments and the
federal No Child Left Behind Act, school districts have become increasingly accountable for
their student achievement results. However, out-dated, input-driven mandates such as the 180-
day requirement are still in place, hindering school districts’ ability to use their limited resources
in the most cost-effective manner possible.

For years, school boards across the state have sought waivers from the Department of Public
Instruction to hold school less than 180 days to consolidate half-day teacher in-service sessions
or to accommodate other local factors such as building projects or natural disasters. School
boards have clearly shown that they are capable of working with their communities in making
these decisions. Acquiring state bureaucratic approval is a time-consuming process that is

burdensome and unnecessary.

For most school districts, any savings realized under this bill would come primarily from
reduced student transportation costs. In some districts, it may be as little as a few thousand
dollars, but that may be just enough to save a teacher’s job and keep a particular program.

Furthermore, the impact of any school calendar decision on teachers’ hours, wages and working
conditions is a mandatory subject of collective bargaining and must be negotiated with the local
bargaining unit. If a board wants to lengthen the school day and shorten the school year, the
impact of that decision must be negotiated and agreed to by the local teachers’ union.

AB 84 would give local school boards another tool to use their limited fiscal resources to the best
advantage of students. Please vote yes. Thank you.






Rep. Debi Towns' testimony on Assembly Bill 84

Tﬁank ybu for this opportunity to speak about the need for Assembly Bill 84.

.Uride'r current school law, districts must meet both a day and an hour minimum
requirement to be eligible to receive state aid payments. This bill eliminates the

' min_infzum requirement of 180 days, but retains the minimum hour requirement.

Let mé stress at the onset of this testimony, that this bill does not allow a school district
board to reduce the amount of face-to-face instructional hours to be less than current

g ;__:_._|aw_,_ '.:.N'gr'_dqes this bli! require more.or fewer days of ai_:te_r_}_da.nce for students or

" teachers.

Mam:/:schools districts are finding that the rigid structure of meeting separate day and
hour requirements no longer provides the scheduling flexibility that they need to adjust
to recent changes such as the start date statute. The concept behind the combination
of meeting both a day and hour requirement is also obsolete in the presence of some

modern educational models,

Not only is this bill abouit flexibility of scheduling, but it also offers flexibility for

budgeting in a fiscal climate that is forcing local school boards to be more efficient and
effective with fewer dollars. If we are expecting school districts to be prudent with their
money, then we must also give them the tools to obtain the “best bang for their buck”,

The reality is that school boards and administrators are being asked to make decisions
between running busses more days or cutting the number teachers; they are being
asked to choose between serving more days of hot lunch or laying off library assistants;
they are being forced to eliminate gifted and talented programs so that they can run the
heat all winter and air conditioning through the middie of June. I think we need to

remember that they can only spend each dollar once.

If AB 84 becomes law, it will return the ability to negotiate the local school calendar
back to the district’s board and teachers, where it belongs. These are the individuals



who know their community’s needs. The state’s role is to provide a foundation of

minimum standards, not to micromanage how many days the school bell rings.

There are legitimate concerns about the state mandate of establishing school start
dates. While there is a valid argument to maintain starting public schools in September
rather than August it does create another set of issues. Many public schools in
Wisconsin were in session this summer unti the third week of June. This negatlveiy
affected the length and attendance of many summer school programs. Many families

found it forced them to change or abandon their summer plans.

B _ ;“Ehas state |s expenen(:lng many chatieuges, not the least of which is prov:dmg adequate_

- revenue fcr pubilc schools. nght ncw we have the opportunity to cffer the ﬂembf!fty
that is needed by schools and families without dlmm;shmg the amount of- qual;ty face'to-
face time. In fact, less transition time can increase the quality of time in the classroom.
In other words, there is always some time lost for coming and going, changing classes,
etc. This can reduce that type of loss and actually is the confirming argument that

many education experts use to advocate innovative scheduling models.

"-_Th;s btil has no !mpact on. the prez:ess by wh;ch a lecai dlstnct caiendar is estabflshed
The CO!’ItEﬂtS of this bil wou!d not override ex;stmg master contract agreements
Calendar issues will still be driven by negotiation between the local school board and the
local teachers union. Scheduled parent teacher conferences and snow day time would

continue to be handled in similar respect to current law.

Although there is a waiver process that is currently available, it is intended for
extenuating, unexpected circumstances that a school! district might experience making it
impossible to comply with the 180-day requirement. The waiver process is not for long-
range planning or contract negotiations. The decision to allow an exemption is currently
at the sole discretion of the State Superintendent of Schools. AB 84 would make this
subjective waiver process unnecessary. The ability for the local district to adjust to
these unusual, isolated occasions could be handled by the local board without



compromising the amount of teacher — student time. Making these decisions locally will

reflect “real-people’s” needs.

In all caées, if and when a district would ever opt for something other than a 180
caiéﬁdér, it would be have to be approved by union ratification. School boards are not
gomg to be random!y changing school schedules. In fact, I cannot stress enough there
is noth;ng in thls bili that would stop a district from continuing to maintain a 180 day

schedule if that is what suits their community best.

In the past there have been misleading statements published by the Wisconsin
_ _Educatton Assocaatian to its membershtp that has implied the umon would lose
" .;negot;ation rxghts ThIS is absoluteiy not true. Thls statement has confused many local

WEAC units and perhaps some Iegislators

Another argument opposing this proposal would say the bill “takes us in the wrong
direction” and that in fact, we should look at requiring longer school years with more
time in a public classroom. If these opponents were sincere, they would be proposing
ieglslatton to increase the amount of required face-to-face classroom time instead of
contmualiy negcttatlng sharter & shorter contracts The reqmred number of
mstructlonai days has steadliy decreased in most é;stncts over the past two decades

Although there is a lack of agreement in academic literature about the impact that
specific school year and/or school day schedules have on student performance, there is
an agreement about general reiatidnships. Allocated time (that is, time spent with an
instructor) has a direct relationship to achievement. There is no consensus, however,
that an increased number of days at school has any relationship to performance.
Tronically, this Is the very argument that has been used by union negotiators at the table
when negotiating for a shorter contract.

What I am saying here is that time with the teacher is what counts, and that is what the

hour requirement ensures. All the day requirement mandates is 180 bus rides or 180

junch breaks.



I say here today that we are moving in the right direction when local school boards,
local teacher unions, and families within a school district are empowered with a larger
framework that offers more options, rather than a Madison mandate which limits them
to no option. We are not a one-size-fits-all state. Northern Wisconsin districts might
embrace this tool and find it more effective to not bus children and heat their schools
during the coldest days of winter. Either way, that is a decision that should be made in
Northern Wisconsin, not Madison. Once again, if a change in the school schedule will not
work in a community — the community will not support it and they will certainly be heard
locally before they are heard in Madison.

I am glad to entertain questions of the committee. Thank you.
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Hogan, Rebécéa

From: L;pp, Ehzabeth

Sent: Wadnesday, _October 19, 2005 10: 25 AM
To:- Hogan, Rebecca

Sub;ect FW: Tesitmony cianflcatzon for SB 84

From: Telfer, Roni {mailto:rtelfer@wwusd.org]
Sent: Wednesday, October 19, 20{)5 10 00 AM
To: Sen.Olsen ..
- €c:'Sen: Darhng, sSen. Erpenbach Sen Grothman, Sen Hansen Sen Harsdorf Sen. }auch Rep. Towns, Sen. Robson
"+ ‘Sen.Kedzie; Rep.Nass - : R _ _ _
' '-"-Sub]ect Testamony clarzf‘ catzon for SB 84 U _'

“The Honorable Senator (}lsen =
The Wisconsin State Senate

Dear Senator Olsen,

This letter is to clarify some elements of our testimony yesterday morning to the education committee on
Assembly Bill 84, We did not adequately address how our change in the number of days in instructional
days in Whitewater nnpacted the number of hours of instruction: After going back and checking our records
we wanted to clarify what we actually did in Whitewater to address the times because it did NOT result in a

. _reductmn in actnal mstmctmnal tlme e

’I‘he six’ half (iays that we referred to for use in professzonai develapment became 3 ﬁﬂl days of mstructlon
and 3 full days of inservice. Before, students were in school for 3.5 hours on each of 6 days. Now they are in
school 7 hours on three days. The only change we made in our school start and end times were actually to
accommodate bus schedules and had nothing to do with the hours of instruction requirement and resulted in
NO reduction of the number: of hours. The hours of instruction have essentially remained the same; it is just
that consolidating the 6 haif days mto 3 full days have redlstnbuted the days ' '

The other element I Wanted ta elarify isa reactmn to the comment that 811m1natmg a specified number of
days of instruction "sends the wrong message" about what we expect from schools. When the time and day
requirements were instituted we only had input measurements available. There were no standard measures
like Wisconein Knowledge and Concepts Exam scores, Model Academic Standards, adequate yearly progress,
National Assessment of Educational Progress scores or the school performance report. The statutes enacted
at that time could only measure time and require plans to address expected elements like professional
development or a remedial reading plan. The audit of the 20 standards was a way to check to see if districts
were adhering to the standards of expected input. Today, unlike the situation 20 years ago when the
Wisconsin 20 standards were enacted, we have many tools for measuring the outcome of our schools. We no
longer need to rely on measuring input; we have cutcomes, Every district in the state is focused on
addressing the outcomes of the Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Exam at grades 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, and 10.
HEvery district is concerned about the indicators on the school performance report. Assembly Bill 84 is only
seeking some flexibility in how a district arranges time to achieve the already required outcomes. Passage of
this hill should send the message that the agreed upon outcomes are what is important and districts have a
responsibility fo manage their time and resources appropriately to ensure that the outcomes are achieved.

Again, thank you for your time and consideration of this bill.

10/19/2005
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Sincerely,

Leslie Steinhaus, District Administrator
Veronica Telfer, Curriculum/Staff Development Coordinator
Whitewater Unified School District

10/19/2005







A2 W. WASHINGTON AVENUE, MADISON, WI 53703 JOHN ASHLEY, EXECUTIVE Dmﬁc*roa
PHONE: 608-257-2622 + Fax: 608-257-8386

WISCONSIN

ASSOCIATION OF.
SCHOOL BOARDS
TO: Senate Education Committee
FROM: Sheri Krause, Legislative Services Director
DATE: February 7, 2006
RE: Summary of positions

The Wisconsm ASSoéiﬁtldn of School Boards (WASB) 'strongly supports SB 519, The
‘WASB will provide supplementary information on AB 700. Thank you for your

conméeratlon.

Bili Description Position

AB 700 Creates the Autism Scholarship Program and grants rule- Opposes
making authority.

AB 114 Allows school boards and charter schools to establish single-  Monitoring
- sex schools and courses.
SB 482  Adjusts the calculation of special adjustment aid and revenue ~ Monitoring
Lo imit when territory is detached to-create a new school district. C
SB 519  Requires an evaluation and longitudinal study of the SAGE = Supports

Program.
SB 520 Requires school districts to report the number of hours of pupil Monitoring
instruction.
EXEC SESSION
_Bill Description Position
. -AB 84  Provides flexibility on the number of school days required Supports*
2 each school term, while maintaining the current hours of
instruction required.

AB 84  In addition to the current law minimum requirement of 1,137  Opposes
Amend hours of direct pupil instruction, requires that districts may not
schedule less hours than they offered in 2005-06.

*The WASB only supports the original bill and will oppose the bill if amended.
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Thumbs up/down: School day mandate,
no-call list, Rx drug reform
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[} To eliminating Advertisemen i
l g the mandate of 4 Mather's Care To Fhe Tings You Wor®'
180 schouol —
days. Rep. Debi OICE W

Towns, R-Janesville, has DRYCLEANING & SHIRY SERVICE
reintroduced her bill to . -
eliminate the state &ﬁ” [ *@»%ﬁ%ﬁ
requirement that districts Twvo Greal Locations
must hold classes for at least 630 E. Memorial 1926 E. Milwaukee
180 days each school year, Janesville janesville
By retaining the minimum Or Call B3-397.4242
number of hours but For pick up and delivery in the
eliminating the number of Janesvibe area ooy, C2H 7552338,
days mandate, school boards or ng‘;ﬁ ;‘:;‘éwmm
would have greater flexibility '
and might find ways to save
money. For example, a
northern Wisconsin district may opt to add instruction time to
each day and eliminate a few days in the dead of winter to save
on heating costs. The Whitewater School District has requested
a waiver from the mandate, and the Janesville School Board
has passed a resolution urging its elimination. The bill also
would make it easier for districts to comply with the mandate
to start school after Sept. 1 without having the school year
stretch so far into the hot days of June. Districts rightfully
blarme mandates for part of their economic squeeze, Let's erase
this one from the blackboard.

S On a proposal to ease Wisconsin's no-call list.
. 1 The Federal Communications Commission is

\j‘t““‘ considering pre-empting Wisconsin's law with a

weaker one. In Wiscansin, companies can only

telemarket former customers for one month after service
cancellation. The FCC would allow companies to do so for 18
months. Also, under the FCC proposal, if you buy a product
from a company, the new law would aliow an affiliate company
to telemarket any product. Wisconsin law prohibits that. We
think Wisconsin's law works just fine the way it is. If you agree,
hurry to voice your opinion. You have until Wednesday to
register your thoughts on the federal proposal by going tc a
state Web site, www.datcp.state.wi.us.
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- District and former school finance:con

- tricts must hold«classes for at least -

tnet The bi}i wmﬁﬂ a’i}ow a Iourn-ﬁayschaoi

dead of winter to save on heétixa'g:casts }& i

Let local distr{, s ‘
 dictate school time

 Freshman lawmaker Debi Towns hasdcnev again
“Towns, R-Janesville, is afermerﬁdgemn Sl
member, former business manager for theBro

Department of Public instmcﬁen She'spu ‘_" in
encétogooduse. . g
" Towns first proposed a bill to gwe loeal schml bﬂardsaw
thority-over the Youth Options program, whichilets high

. . school students, in certain‘cases; take college’ classeéat the
: expense ‘of districts. We: stmng%y enﬂorsed that: iden;

“‘We also suppext thoughnot as st.mngly, 'Ibwm’m,to elim-
mate the state requirement. ;t&aatwdxs- Th " .

180 days each school year. Cirrent Tgmshmms.

lawre umesaa mmummumbemf
days snd hours - al retainsthe.

- minimu Hours
-but wouirs %e‘t dis-
-~ tricts detide how

tricts ssﬂ;awomd h,avete bargam cai— many dayso’
-.endar issgamﬁthi,eachem u:gons . dlwde them mto

'siu;ients c@uld endure longe: scheel
ing theschedules afworkmg

_ m&mﬂmmﬂgmw f;a!‘g:cssts

{aziaa that each schwl board méemdemgﬁsm iﬁ:dxs»

that depends heavily on tourism ‘might n,ptf BT
1éts teenagersstay employed ionger at husin sses tiaa% cater
tﬂ vacationers. _ A
While changing the school day *wan‘«t be nghta‘emﬁ dis-"
tricts—in fact, it probably won'i-be right for most—the bill
does eliminate another state mandate. At atime whenlocal |
school districts are blaming such mandates, in large part, for
their economic squeeze, erasing one more fr@m the list on'the

blackboard feels right.
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i num requirement of 180
' Monidiaavetoiaax;gm cai-

rather, {0 prev;ée individual districts with
miore flexibility in séheduling and budgeting.

There are different ways they might do
that. Some districis might choose to reduce
the number of days of eperation by adding a
few minutes to each day, saving on heating,
busing and food costs. Going to a four-day
school week also is an option, 8 growing trend
in Western and Southern states. Another idea
js for districts in northern Wisconsin, for ex-

- ‘mightbe impractical fo

| mn;:emed about six helf-days scheduled for
- leacher training. Students focus Jess on:

um mqmmments "’f both i ly-release days and the district

53?55333* and hours they meet in ‘complaints from the public abo

" ‘fatuden’fts in the aflernoons, -

‘three full days of training instead
'h'mt: <ould curb the student con

and’ teacheras ess fnee—tmface camact “put, *servmg ‘schoal Junch.

mimsiy, what makes 8

should.atl ast"‘he'able

achers regroup and get'to the
s, they ofien ‘end up wil
s -of -quality learning time. B

-save abit of money on bus tramspoziah

’I‘he state de approve Whitewater's re-
quest, but it took a Jot of time and even more
red tape. Whitewater i & perfect example of
what AB B4 is all about: Making the most of
tight tax dollars and giving school districts
back the flexibility so they can make deci-
sions based on individual needs and culture.
This time, we hope our representatives in
Madison follow through. .
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